
 

OPDL FAQs 
If you have a question about the RHSC OPDL program that we have not answered here,  

please send it to info@richmondhillsoccer.com or contact our clubhouse at 905-883-4990 

 

Why should I choose the Richmond Hill Soccer Club OPDL program? 

¶ RHSC was founded 1968, and is both the largest soccer club in York Region and largest recreational club in the Town of 

Richmond Hill with nearly 8,000 yearly registrations 

¶ Our Club recently collaborated with the Town of Richmond Hill to have a dome constructed over our Artificial Turf Field at 

Richmond Green; the dome, which will be erected each fall and taken down in the spring, allows for teams to train close to 

home during the winter months and provides our players with an elite indoor facility to go along with our top level outdoor 

training fields 

¶ Our OPDL coaching staff consists of highly qualified and experienced National and Provincial Licensed coaches, who are 

continuously supported by our Club’s Head Coach and Staff Coaches 

¶ We provide leadership through active participation in YRSA and Ontario Soccer committees and continue to work with 

municipal authorities to ensure on-going development of recreation facilities for all our members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What age groups will the OPDL affect? 

¶ The league started with the U13's only - the 2001 age group - in 2014, and for each of the next 5 years will add one division: 

U14, U15, U16, U17 and finally U23 

 

 

 

 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

U13 (2002) U13 (2003) U13 (2004) U13 (2005) U13 (2006) 
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  U15 (2001) U15 (2002) U15 (2003) U15 (2004) 

    U16 (2001) U16 (2002) U16 (2003) 

      U17 (2001) U17 (2002) 

        U23 (2001) 
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OPDL FAQs 
What are the dates for trials (tryouts), the start of training and league play?   

¶ RHSC has scheduled multiple trials for each of our OPDL teams which will be held during the fall. Please refer to the OPDL 

page on our club website for a complete list of dates, time, and locations.  

¶ OPDL team training will start in mid-January as per league guidelines 

¶ The league will operate between May and late October/early November 

Who is eligible to attend trials for RHSC's OPDL teams? 

¶ Unlike all other Ontario Soccer sanctioned youth rep leagues, there will be no geographic boundaries for OPDL teams 

¶ Open trials are mandatory for OPDL teams; the OPDL Trial policy guidelines are as follows: 

Á OPDL clubs are required to conduct open player trials in the month of November, after the regular season ends 

Á An open trial is open to any player who desires an opportunity to demonstrate their ability to participate within an 

OPDL club and is of the appropriate age for registration and gender for the team’s designation 

Á No more than 35 players will be allowed at each open trial to provide for a more responsible evaluation process 

Á A player must have the opportunity to attend a minimum of three of these events before a final decision is made 

on that player 

Á A player may attend more than one open trial simultaneously with other OPDL clubs 

¶ A player who is a year younger is eligible to attend trials and may be selected if Ontario Soccer determines that playing up 

one year would be in the best interest of the player's development 

o Not eligible in 2017: players born in 2005 or later, and players born in 1999 or earlier. 

¶ Following the trial process, the most skilled and dedicated players will be selected regardless of residency or affiliation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which teams are in the league and where will games be played? 

¶ There are 26 OPDL license holders split between the various age groups. 

¶ Games will be played primarily on weekends, with all teams playing a mix of home games, away games, and games at a 

central venue. 

¶ Assembling all teams in the same location on game day makes it possible to expose OPDL players on a regular basis 

to scouts from the provincial and national teams and (in later years) from Canadian and U.S. university and college 

programs. An additional benefit is that it will be convenient for players and coaches to observe other games. 

http://www.richmondhillsoccer.com/Default.asp?id=opdl&l=1
http://www.richmondhillsoccer.com/Default.asp?id=opdl&l=1


 

OPDL FAQs 
What is the schedule and time commitment? 

¶ OPDL teams will operate between mid-January and the end of October, and teams will train 4 times a week 

¶ There will be intensive indoor pre-season training between mid-January and the beginning of April, with a few weekend 

exhibition games 

¶ The season will consist of approximately 20 league games beginning in May and ending in late October 

Á No games will be scheduled on summer long weekends and the league will establish a 2-week summer break 

Á There will be a substantial amount of travel for the weekend games, possibly including a few Friday nights away 

¶ A break of 6 to 8 weeks will be scheduled between the beginning of December to mid-January 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will the OPDL affect multi-sport athletes? 

¶ RHSC promotes multi-sport participation as a means to develop an all-round athlete. However, should a player be selected 

and choose to play at the OPDL level, the time commitment mandates their OPDL team must be their first sports priority 

¶ Given the overlap of seasons, a player already committed to a winter sport and then selected to the OPDL team will be 

worked with to make sure the player benefits and doesn’t miss out 

If a player does not wish to become soccer-dedicated at U13 could he or she make the choice later? 

¶ Yes, open trials will be held every year for each team. Team head coaches will continue to track the development of all club 

players in their age group 

If a player does not get selected or chooses not to play for the OPDL team, what other options will they have? 

¶ RHSC will continue to enter teams into regional leagues (CSL and CGSL) and district leagues (YRSL), and will fully support 

these teams and their players. Ideally, each age group will field 1- 3 tiered rep teams. 

Is it permissible for OPDL Club to use fee discounting measures as a means of recruiting players? 

 

¶ OPDL License Holders are prohibited from using fee discounting measures as a means of recruitment of individual players to 

their program at any time, including during the “Transfer Window" 

 



 

OPDL FAQs 
What changes were implemented at RHSC in order to participate in OPDL? 

¶ No major changes were required as RHSC has put in place all of the components needed to participate in a high-level 

competitive league, based on the principles and experience of Ontario Soccer 

What facilities will the Richmond Hill OPDL program utilize?  

¶ OPDL teams will have access to an artificial turf field and a grass facility for outdoor season practices and fitness training 

Monday to Friday from May to October 

¶ Pre- and post- season artificial turf fields will be used from March to May and October to December 

¶ From January to March, OPDL teams will have access to the following facilities: 

Á High school double and triple gym 

Á Richmond Green Sports Dome – this temporary dome covers the full Richmond Green East turf field for the winter 

Á Trio Sportsplex - 2 fields have been allocated where each field has dimensions of 20m x 40m  

Á All facilities provide appropriate heating and cooling systems to ensure the comfort and safety of all players 

 

 

 

 


